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Subject Options



Agenda

• Introduction/Assembly – Ms Kirk, Mr
Dennehy and Ms McCready

• Career Guidance - Ms Morrisson Reilly and 
Mr Matthews

• LCVP Information Session - Ms Farrell

• TY Information Session - Ms Howard

• LCA Information Session - Ms Howard

• Subject Information Sessions - Teachers

• Close – Ms Kirk, Mr Dennehy and Ms
McCready



Expectations

Attendance

Timekeeping 

Homework

Assignments

Effort 

Disciplinary Record



Careers



LCVP 
Information 
Session 

















TY 
Information 
Session



LCA Information Session 







German

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Higher level:

• Oral Exam (25%)

• Listening Comprehension (20%)

• Reading Comprehension (30%)

• Written Production (25%)

Ordinary level:

• Oral Exam (20%)

• Listening Comprehension (25%)

• Reading Comprehension (40%)

• Written Production (15%)

Orals: First week of April of 6th year (generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

German?





Accounting

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: No

Written Exam 100%

Project due date: N/A

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information –

Why Pick Accounting?















Business
Senior Cycle

New Spec for Business September 2025



Assessment Component

• Business Alive Investigative 
Study- 40% , Assessed at 
Common Level

• Written Examination-60%, 
Assessed at Higher & Ordinary 
level.



Topics Covered 

• Consumer Education                                     

• Contract Law

• Industrial Relations

• Management

• Human Resources

• Taxation

• Insurance

• Finance



Topics Covered … Continued

• Marketing

• National Policy

• EU Policy

• International Trade

• Sustainability



Points to Note

• The course is theory based with a Research project built in (40%)

• There are a few calculations eg wages, insurance 

• The study of JC Business is not essential, and it is possible to take 
up Business at Senior Cycle



Career Sectors

• Business Management & Human 
Resources

• Owning your own Business/ Farm

• Sports & Business

• Law

• Business & Languages

• Teaching

• Sales, Retail & Purchasing

• Accountancy 



Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes
Individual Investigative Study 
(25%)
Written Exam (75%)

ISS due date: April of 6th Year (generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why Pick 
Ag Science?

Agricultural 
Science





Art

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes
Written Exam (30%)
The Practical Exam (20%)
Practical Coursework 
(50%)

Project due date: Coursework - end of April 
of 6th Year (generally)

Practical exam date: End of April of 6th year 
(generally)

Written exam date: June

Additional Information –
Why Pick Art?





Biology – Senior Cycle Redevelopment  

Assessment 
component

Weighting Level

Biology in 

Practice 

Investigation

40% Higher and 

Ordinary 

Written 
examination

60% Higher and 

ordinary level 

examination 
papers



LC Biology

Plant Biology Human Biology
(Body Systems) Cell Division

22 Mandatory Experiments

Genetics

Ecology

The Scientific Method

Fungi

Bacteria

Viruses

Trip to Emerald Park or The 
Zoo for Ecology Study

Photosynthesis

Respiration

Food

Cell Division

***You can choose Biology if 
you didn't do JC Science***





• The new curriculum is restructured to 

reflect the skills, technology and demand 

for Chemistry. 

There is an emphasis on how chemistry is 

integrated and how it effects society and 

the environment. 



Assessment 

component

Weighting Level

Chemistry in 

Practice 

Investigation 

40% Common 

brief

Written 

examination

60% Higher and 

ordinary 

level 

examination 

papers



History of the atom and the Periodic Table

Why elements bond and what keeps them together

Gases and how they behave

Organic chemistry – why are there so many compounds that contain these elements 
and their significance in medicine, cosmetics, agriculture and technology

Thermochemistry 

Chemical Equilibrium and Rates of reaction and how it is used in the production of 
foods, cosmetics, perfumes, pharmaceuticals

Acid/base reactions

Environmental chemistry – Greenhouse effect, water health, plastics/biodegradable 
plastics



There is a big practical aspect to Chemistry.

There are both mandatory experiments and investigations.

There is also a new practical investigation which involves both research 
and experimental investigation related to the brief. This is worth 40% of 
the overall marks.









Design and 
Communications 
Graphics

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes

Written exam 60%

Project 40%

Project due date: End of January of 6th Year 

(generally)

Practical exam date:

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

DCG?

























Engineering

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Technology Project 25% or 30% OL

Practical Skills Exam 25% or 30% OL

Written Exam 50% or 40% OL

Project due date: March of 6th Year (generally)

Practical exam date: End of April of 6th Year (generally)

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

Engineering?



Technology

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes

Coursework (50%)

Written exam (50%)

Project due date: End of March of 6th Year (generally)

Practical exam date:

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

Applied Technology?

















French

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Higher level:

• Oral Exam (25%)

• Listening Comprehension (20%)

• Reading Comprehension (30%)

• Written Production (25%)

Ordinary level:

• Oral Exam (20%)

• Listening Comprehension (25%)

• Reading Comprehension (40%)

• Written Production (15%)

Orals: First week of April of 6th year 

(generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

French?

















Geography

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes
Geographical 
Investigation Report 
(20%)
Written Examination 
(80%)

Project due date: April of 6th Year 
(generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information –
Why Pick Geography?

























History

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes
Written Exam (80%)
Research Study Report (20%)

Project due date: End of April of 6th Year 
(generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why 
Pick History?































Music

Periods per week: 3 x 58 minutes

Exam Information/Practical Work Higher and Ordinary

Listening Paper (100 marks - 25%)
In June of 6th year, a 90-minute long test where 
you are tested on four set works, Irish music and 
general listening skills.

Composition Paper (100 marks - 25%)
In June of 6th year, a 90-minute long test where 
you are tested on Melody writing and harmony

Performance (100 marks - 25%)
In April of 6th year, a test where you perform as a 
soloist or as part of a group or both.

Higher Level: 3 pieces on one instrument and one 
unprepared test OR 2 pieces on each of two 
instruments and one unprepared test

Ordinary Level: 2 pieces on one instrument and 
one unprepared test.



Music

Periods per week: 3 x 58 minutes

Why Pick Music?

Electives (100 marks - 25%) - Higher level only
You must choose one of the above parts to study for this 
extra credit. Most people (97%) go for the Performance 
elective. As Ordinary level does not have an elective 
component, the component in which the student achieves 
the highest mark is reweighted to a mark out of 200 to make 
up 400 marks in total.
Listening Elective: You must work on a music project over 
the course of 5th and 6th year and submit some work to the 
State Examinations Commission and sit an extra written 
paper in June.
Composition Elective: You must undertake a large-scale 
composition to be submitted to the Examinations 
Commission in your final year.
Performance Elective: This involves a more substantial 
performance during the examination period in April of 6th 
year.
Technology Elective: This can be taken as the Performance 
Elective for HL students, where students input an already-
practised score into computer software and make a series of 
edits. It's a very doable option. Additionally, Ordinary Level 
students do not need to know how to play a musical 
instrument; they can choose a Technology Option as their 
Performing component. Like HL, they input an already-
practised score into computer software and make a series of 
edits-the OL score is shorter than the HL one.



Physical 
Education

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Yes
Physical Activity Project (20%)
Performance assessment (30%)
Written exam (50%)

Project due date: Performance assessment end of 
March of 6th year (generally)
Performance assessment mid-
December of 6th year 
(generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why 
Pick PE?































Careers Using Physics 

Skills

• Astronomer

• Forensics 

• Games Developer

• Particle Physicist

• Meteorologist

• Financial analyst 

• Engineer 

• Mechatronics

• Medical Physicist

• Radiology

• Nuclear Medicine

• Rocket Engineer

• Nano-tech

• Solar Physicist

• Research Physicist

• Education



Course 

Content
• Forces

• Motion

• Electricity

• Energy

• Waves (sound and light)

• Particle Physics

• Nuclear Physics

60% on written exam

40% coursework project based 
on practical work



CERN

• 27km Particle Accelerator  
between France and Switzerland

• Experimenting with sub-atomic 
particles and energy

• Ireland’s application has been 
accepted to join CERN

• Research opportunities for Irish 
students



Spanish

Periods per week: 3 x 58min per year

Practical component: Higher level:

• Oral Exam (25%)

• Listening Comprehension 

(20%)

• Reading Comprehension 

(30%)

• Written Production (25%)

Ordinary level:

• Oral Exam (20%)

• Listening Comprehension 

(25%)

• Reading Comprehension 

(40%)

• Written Production (15%)

Orals: First week of April of 6th year 

(generally)

Practical exam date: N/A

Written exam date: June

Additional Information – Why pick 

Spanish?



Why Learn Spanish?
• 🌍 Global Reach

Spanish is the second most spoken language in the world, with over 500 million native 
speakers across more than 20 countries!

• 💼 Career Opportunities
Bilingual professionals are in high demand. Knowing Spanish can open doors in international 
business, healthcare, education, and more.

• ✈️ Travel & Culture
Immerse yourself fully in Spanish-speaking countries. Enjoy authentic experiences, from 
Spain’s rich history to Latin America’s vibrant traditions.

• 🧠 Cognitive Benefits
Learning a new language improves memory, enhances problem-solving skills, and even 
delays cognitive decline.

• 🎬 Entertainment & Media
Enjoy Spanish-language music, movies, and literature in their original form, without needing 
subtitles.

• 🧠 Connect with More People
Spanish helps you communicate with millions of people worldwide, fostering new friendships 
and cultural understanding.



Close
Any questions? 


